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Position Statement having regard to the matters identified by the Lead Inspector in the Schedule of Matters for Hearings – 4th March 2010 

The overall provision with reference to the Regional Spatial Strategy 
Tiverton Eastern Urban Extension  (TIV 1)

The original representations (OR) 1410/TIV1/934/1, 1410/58/936/2 and 1410/248/937/2 put through Mid Devon District Council (MDDC) upon this issue sought to refer only to the Tiverton Eastern Urban Extension  (TEUE), while supporting policy AL/DE/7.   The Inspectors and presumably the Council are aware that there is a material change in draft RSS policy GT1 (see attached Appendix) and which lies behind the TCS general thrust that major alterations of the draft RSS in July 2008 have led to various mismatches of the draft RSS with the AIDPD.
In this PS the (OR) referred above are further clarified.   The TCS concern is that this DPD should respond to specific guidelines set down such as given in “Designing Gypsy and Traveller Sites Good Practice Guide” (published by Dept CLG) and for instance:

“Relationship to surrounding land use

3.8 Consideration must be given to the relationship of sites to the surrounding community. For this purpose it is important to ensure that proposals to develop a site link in with other broader strategies in place for improving community cohesion and be regarded as a key issue within them.

3.9 The site must be sustainable, offering scope to manage an integrated coexistence with the local community. This will include consideration of noise and possible disturbance to Gypsy and Travellers living on the site, and possible noise and disturbance to the wider community, in particular from movement of Gypsy and Traveller vehicles.

3.10 Many Gypsies and Travellers express a preference for a rural location which is on the edge of or closely located to a large town or city consistent with traditional lifestyles and means of employment. However, characteristics that make a location unpopular for the settled community are likely to hold similar fears for Gypsies and Travellers. Sites adjacent to light industrial areas therefore tend not to be popular because of their isolation, distance from local facilities and because of safety fears (when walking home at night for instance).

3.11 Similarly, where joint commercial/residential use is envisaged for a site (as in the case of showpeople’s sites because of the need for residents to store and maintain fairground equipment), it is important that the compatibility of both of these uses with the surrounding land uses is given careful consideration.”

This shows that Gypsy and Traveller proposals for a site should “be regarded as a key issue” rather than referred to as a provision for 5 or more pitches before 2026 in the TEUE.     Circular 01/2006 is referred to in the draft RSS and “requires Local Planning Authorities to identify in Development Plan Documents specific site allocations for Gypsy and Traveller residential sites and temporary stopping places sufficient to meet the need identified by the RSS.
”    

Such specificity needs early resolution and in the AIDPD before a master plan is started. The conflict with PPS12 over the role of a masterplan in the LDF is dealt with under Matter 5a.   The demands for a site of this nature means that it should be located first and stated to be so before other land uses are contemplated.   For example it may be that this Tiverton site after due consultation should be identified for a ‘rural location’. 
The TCS suggest a specified site should be outside the area of mixed uses, near to good communications and located in consultation with the relevant agencies which suggestion accords more closely with Policy AL/DE/7 and National and Regional Policies and Government Guidance.

It is doubtful that this proposal indicated in paragraph 5.8 and not indicated in the Inset Map would be deliverable, but the matter may not be further assessed without more detail and therefore fails the test of clarity leading to ineffectiveness.

James Wyeth BA(hons) FRICS FRTPI (rtd)

On behalf of the Tiverton Civic Society

Appendix 

GT1  (text in italics has been deleted and replaced below)

Assessment of Need for Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Requirements Local Authorities should work together to carry out detailed assessments of need for Gypsy and Traveller accommodation requirements. This should include consultation with Gypsies and Travellers, both housed and travelling. Working with the RPB and RHB, Local Authorities will provide for about 1,100 additional pitches for Gypsies and Travellers and identify need for rI thikesidential (sic) pitches, park homes and transit pitches for inclusion in their DPDs, and identify realistically deliverable sites to meet the need.
Gypsy and Traveller Pitch Requirements (5)

Local authorities will identify realistically deliverable sites in their DPDs to provide for 1634 additional pitches for Gypsies and Travellers in the region, over the period

2006-2011, distinguishing between residential and transit pitches to deliver the distribution of pitches contained in Table 4.3. Where it is appropriate to make provision beyond 2011 and other data is not available, provision should allow for

a 3% compound growth in requirements per annum. Local Planning Authorities should take account of the specific needs of different groups of Gypsies and Travellers in making site allocations. The provision of temporary accommodation in connection with festivals and other similar annual events is an important requirement, but should not be regarded as formal transit provision to meet the requirements identified in Table 4.3

� Draft RSS paragraph 6.1.13
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