Former St John’s Church April 19th, 2009

Six members of the Society have written expressing their concerns about the internal alterations to this grade II listed building which is integrated with the old Presbytery, Sion House.   Although the Society has not expressed views, it is the concerns over what is not being sought permissions and consent that have fuelled the questions being raised. When these concerns are met and their formal applications lodged the Society may well have views to express. The best way of explaining the matter is to reproduce the words in one of the written representations (not a Society member) that is in the public domain on the Council’s website, which is framed by way of questions raised by this apparently innocuous application for listed building consent for “internal alterations to a listed building”.

1. The use of the building for the past 5 years or so has not been Use Class D1 (h) for, or in connection with public worship or religious instruction.’

but has been used as storage and a games rooms for the use of the Sion House.

Can you confirm that a Change of Use is required?

2. If the Building still retains its Class D1 (a) status and looking more closely at The Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 Part D, Class D1. Non –residential institutions sub clause (a) has an exception

‘ (a) for the provision if any medical or health services except the use of the premises attached to the residence of the consultant or practitioner ‘There is an interconnecting door between Sion Church and Sion House.

Can you confirm that a Change of Use is required?

3. I notice from the Insight Dynamics Ltd website that the company not only offer services and therapies for persons with mental health needs and learning disabilities but offer team building for stress and relationship to private companies and organisations. Does this activity fall outside the Class D1 description.

Can you confirm that a Change of Use is required?

4. The drawings and especially the Design and Access Statement suggest that there will be ‘no extension or alteration externally’ and comment that there will ‘perhaps’ be the need to provide 2 hoists ‘installed’ to the front porch. I fail to see how this essential work (in order to comply with the requirement s of the Disability Discrimination Act 1985) can be achieved without some alterations to the existing entrance doors. A logical progression from this is how will a wheelchair user be able to escape when there is no ramped fire escape or refuge provision indicated?

5. We also note that there is a counselling room to be installed to a mezzanine level, how does this comply with the requirements of the DDA when there is no alternative provision for this on the ground floor?

6. The construction of a mezzanine floor tight up to the external walls and windows of the upper part of the hall area will, if constructed as shown, be very visible through the stained glass windows.

Can you confirm how will this be overcome?

7. We have major concerns with the access and egress proposed. This is a fast and dangerous junction where the national speed limit is not always obeyed. Increased traffic movement at peak times could result in an incident with vehicles turning left onto Long Drag from Rackenford Road which are accelerating hard to climb the steep incline.

8. We have no problem with the reuse of this redundant building during the course of a normal working day 8.30am to 6.00pm (apart from the traffic management issues and other comments above), but have major reservations with evening and weekend use.   The application’s supporting letter clearly sets out that evening and weekend activities are intended and their own website suggests a monthly disco with recording/sampling and DJ’ing sessions offered as therapy.

How will the noise and hours be controlled for this type of event/session as there is no sound proofing shown to accommodate these activities?

9. We also question whether this the most appropriate building for the use intended and wonder whether consideration had been given to the empty former St John’s Ambulance building less than 120m away?

10. This is a residential area and should remain as such outside the normal working day

